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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) for Rocky View County
and the Town of Chestermere provides a framework for collaboration
for future land use planning and policy development within areas that
affect both municipalities. In order to ensure this Plan reflects sound
planning rooted in mutual interests, the municipalities assessed their
individual visions regarding growth, services provision, land use, and
policy directions.
The Town of Chestermere (the Town) is surrounded on the north,
east, and south by Rocky View County (the County, or RVC). Both
municipalities are undergoing substantial growth, significantly
influence each other, and are committed to working together to
enhance cooperation and coordination. This Plan will help to
facilitate the maintenance of a cooperative working relationship
and to effectively address issues that may arise in the Plan Area.
The overall intent of the Plan is to minimize land use conflicts,
provide opportunities for collaboration and communication, and
outline processes for the resolution of issues that may arise.

By adoption of this Plan, the respective Councils and Staff make a
commitment to using a collaborative approach within the Plan Area
and establishing a framework for an ongoing positive relationship
based on mutual respect and open communication.
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CONTEXT
This Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) for the Town of
Chestermere and Rocky View County is composed of a series of
policies, principles and objectives that apply to the Plan area, as
outlined below.

PRINCIPLES & OBJECTIVES

The following principles form a framework for the policies laid out in
this IDP.
MUTUAL RESPECT & EQUALITY

Ensures that both municipalities are treated equally and with respect,
especially when it comes to decision-making.
COMMUNICATION & PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY MEETINGS AND PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENTS

A continued commitment to communication with each other and
the implementation of public engagement for residents in both
communities will ensure better outcomes for all.
FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Land uses do not occur in isolation of economic factors. The economy
is the driver for development and must be considered in the IDP.
LIVING DOCUMENT

The IDP is to be a living document that may be amended as demands
and values change over time.
RESPECT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

Choices made by the Town of Chestermere and Rocky View County
have impacts on the environment that cannot be ignored.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT CONSIDERATIONS
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CONTEXT
STATUTORY CONTEXT

CONRICH

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT ACT
This Intermunicipal Development Plan is a statutory document as
provided for by the Municipal Government Act (MGA) and has been
created through a series of discussions, workshops, and stakeholder
input.

Section 631 of the MGA states that an IDP must address future land
uses as well as the manner of, or proposals for, future development
in the plan area. In addition, Councils engaged in the development of
the IDP may consider the inclusion of any other matter relating to the
physical, social or economic development of either municipality.
ROCKY VIEW COUNTY MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Rocky View County provides for a wide variety of land uses. Not only
does the County share its borders with several urban areas, it also
stretches from the Rocky Mountains into the prairies and as a result
is inclusive of many types of topography. The County’s Municipal
Development Plan outlines the need for balance in meeting the
evolving needs of local residents and businesses while respecting and
preserving the County’s agricultural heritage.
TOWN OF CHESTERMERE MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

The Town of Chestermere’s Municipal Development Plan envisions
the continued development of a unique, walkable community focused
on family-oriented design and historic recreational character. The
Town strives to be fully self-sufficient and provide local employment,
shopping, cultural and institutional amenities, community health
services, social services, and educational institutions.

4

Conrich is a Planning Area in Rocky View County, located
approximately 5 kilometres to the Northwest of the Town of
Chestermere, and home to Western Canada’s new CN Logistic Park.
JANET

Janet has been identified by Rocky View County as a Regional Business
Centre, and is one of the County’s most mature developments of this
type. It is located to the southwest of the Town of Chestermere and is
a large area of commercial and industrial development that provides
local and regional employment opportunities.
WATERBRIDGE

Waterbridge is a Planning Area in Chestermere, making up
the western boundary of the Town. This area is anticipated
to accommodate approximately 43,000 residents and include
commercial and industrial uses.
EDGEWATER CROSSING

The Edgewater Crossing area is comprised of approximately
188 hectares (466 acres) of land located at the southern edge of
Chestermere Lake and north of Rocky View County.
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CONTEXT
GEOGRAPHIC CONTEXT
The Plan Area is relatively flat with rolling prairie hills typical of the
upper plains of Southern Alberta. It includes portions of the Bow
River sub-Basin, two Western Irrigation District irrigation canals
and the following transportation routes: Highway 1 (Trans Canada);
Highway 1A; and, Highway 560 (Glenmore Trail).

Rocky View and Chestermere’s intermunicipal region will likely
be affected by rapid growth in the upcoming years. Currently, Plan
Area lands located within Rocky View County are characterized by
a variety of land uses, including agriculture, country residential,
and industrial. The Town of Chestermere is mainly composed of
urban residential, with some business and commercial centres and
recreational open space. The Town boundaries also include areas
containing agricultural lands that have been annexed from the County
for long-term urban growth, mainly future residential.

The Town of Chestermere is situated adjacent to a series of borders
and planning areas that will significantly affect the Town over
time. Within Rocky View County, the two planning areas of Janet
and Conrich will impact the Town as a result of their location and
activities. The Town of Chestermere also shares a border with the
western edge of the City of Calgary, where there are substantial plans
for development. As a result of its location, the Town’s future growth
will be restricted to its eastern edge, and it will be imperative for the
Town of Chestermere to be strategic with respect to long-term growth
and development plans.
ROCKY VIEW COUNTY RURAL AREA
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PART 1: COMMUNICATION & COLLABORATION
1.1

Township Rd 252

Range Rd 281

The Plan Area consists of a Policy Area, Notification Area and
Potential Chestermere Growth Area. These components encompass
lands as shown on the Plan Area Map.

1.1.1
791

Stoney Trail

Township Rd 250

/H

w

y1

A

Trans Canada Hwy 1

Trans Canada Hwy 1

Chestermere Blvd

Range Rd 274

CITY OF CALGARY

PLAN AREA

The Policy Area represents the immediate interface of the two
municipalities where intermunicipal coordination is key, and is the
area in which the policies of this Plan apply. The purpose of this
Area is to establish policies and procedures that allow for better
coordination of future development on lands that are of interest to
both the County and Town, and to support on-going intermunicipal
communication and meaningful involvement in the development of
the Policy area.
1.1.1.1

The Policy Area is subject to the policies outlined within the
portion of this Plan titled Part 2: Land Use.

1.1.1.3

Policies outlined within this Plan are not intended to replace
more detailed policy plans such as Area Structure Plans,

1.1.1.2

Glenmore Trail

LEGEND
Policy Area

Waterbodies

Roadways

Notification Area

Watercourses

Major Roadways

Potential Chestermere Growth Area

Chestermere Municipal Boundary

POLICY AREA

Each municipality has an obligation to work co-operatively
with each other to meet the requests and comments made
as a result of the Intermunicipal Circulation Process in the
Policy Area.

PLAN AREA MAP (SEE DETAILED MAPS IN APPENDICES)
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1.1.1.4

Outline Plans, and/or Conceptual Schemes.

Within the Policy Area, the following items will be subject to
the Intermunicipal Circulation Process outlined within this
Plan (see Section 1.2.):
•

Any planning applications that require a public hearing,
public notification, or public engagement;

•

Development permit applications for:

•

The review of all area structure plans, concept plans,
local plans, amendments, redesignations, subdivisions,
or master site development plans;
•

Intensive agricultural operations;

•

Solid waste handling or disposal facilities;

•
•
•
•
•

•
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Natural resource extraction;

Commercial, industrial or business development;
Institutional development;

Developments that have potential for creating odour or
noise; and,
Applications for the disposition of environmental,
municipal and/or school reserves, environmental
easements, public utility lots and/or road allowances.

Development that will cause a traffic increase of over
100 vehicle trips per day;

•

1.1.2

•

Where an engineering report shows that changes to
storm water may impact the other municipality; and

Any changes to land strategic direction that differ from
the previously planned outcome.

NOTIFICATION AREA

The Notification Area provides both municipalities with protocols and
geographic parameters for formalized communication on significant
applications and changes within the Plan Area. The Notification
Area is meant to ensure that information on planning issues with
the potential to impact both jurisdictions is effectively and reliably
communicated.
The County and Town have already developed strong communication
strategies on planning issues through the development of the
Janet and Conrich Area Structure Plan processes. The Notification
Area provides a framework for the continuation of comprehensive
information sharing by providing an opportunity for discussions,
workshops and in-person meetings.
1.1.2.1

The Notification Area is not subject to the policies outlined
within the portion of this Plan titled Part 2: Land Use.

1.1.2.3

Within the Notification Area, the following items will be
subject to the Intermunicipal Circulation Process outlined
within this Plan (see Section 1.2):

1.1.2.2

Neither municipality has any obligation to satisfy requests
or comments received as a result of the Intermunicipal
Circulation Process within the Notification Area.
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•

Any planning items that require a public hearing, public
notification, or public engagement, including:

1.1.3.3

•

The purpose of intermunicipal circulation is to communicate
effectively about planning initiatives that substantially impact both
municipalities. For the purposes of this Intermunicipal Development
Plan, and for outlining the Intermunicipal Circulation Process, each
municipality will be defined as either an initiating or a responding
municipality.

•
•

1.1.3

•

New area structure plans;

New municipal development plans;

Changes to the Land Use Bylaw that are potentially
significant or relevant to the adjacent municipality;
and,
Concept Plans, local plans, and master site
development plans.

POTENTIAL CHESTERMERE GROWTH AREA

Through preparation of the IDP, it was recognized that the Town
of Chestermere’s growth potential is constrained by the existing
development and future plans of both Rocky View County and the
City of Calgary. As such, the Town’s future opportunities for growth
must be directed to the east.

The Potential Growth Area as shown in this plan was jointly identified
by the County and Town to protect the long term growth interests of
the Town of Chestermere. This Potential Growth Area is intended to
facilitate long term urban development in accordance with County
Plan policy.
1.1.3.1
1.1.3.2

Rocky View County will not encourage premature
development of lands within this area;

First parcel out applications and agricultural subdivision
will be permitted; and,

1.2

The Potential Chestermere Growth Area is not exempt from
any of the policies laid out in this plan, including those
outlined under sections 1.1.1 and 1.1.2.

INTERMUNICIPAL CIRCULATION PROCESS

An initiating municipality is the municipality in which an
application is located.

1.2.1
1.2.1.1
1.2.1.2
1.2.1.3
1.2.1.4

A responding municipality is the partner to the initiating
municipality in this Intermunicipal Development Plan.

GENERAL PROCESS

Each municipality will have 30 days to initiate the
notification process, once the file for the application has
been created.

The responding municipality will have 30 days to provide
comments to the notifying municipality.

If requested, an extension on the time for comments can be
granted by the notifying municipality.
If requested, more information on the applicable project,
plan, or issue will be provided to the municipality
requesting it.
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1.2.2

NON-REFERRAL ITEMS

1.3

1.2.2.1

When planning applications, or other planning issues,
arise that are not currently on the list of items that trigger
the Intermunicipal Circulation Process, but still have the
potential to affect the adjacent municipality, the following
will be undertaken:

Planning proactively for situations where disagreement may
occur is one of the ways municipalities can conduct responsible
intermunicipal planning. The following processes provide resolution
processes that are efficient and clear.

•

•
•
•
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The County and Town will meet 3 times per year in
order to address applications, plans, or other issues that
have the potential to affect the adjacent municipality,
but are not currently on the list of items that trigger the
Intermunicipal Circulation Process for either the Policy or
Notification Areas. Items to be addressed can be inclusive
of financial and capital plans, or other issues that impact,
but are not directly related to land use planning.

In preparation for these meetings, all applicable
planning issues will be assembled into a list by each
respective municipality.

Appropriate representatives from each municipality will
assess the items on these lists on a case-by-case basis
and determine whether or not each item warrants being
sent through the Intermunicipal Circulation Process.
As a result of these planning meetings, and to create
a more effective and efficient process, the County and
Town can choose to amend the list of items in this plan
that trigger the Intermunicipal Circulation Process for
the Policy and Notification Areas.

1.3.1

DISPUTE RESOLUTION

PROCESS

Following from the Intermunicipal Circulation Process (Section 1.2),
should staff from the two municipalities be unable to come to an
agreement on the approval and or conditions of approval of an
application; proposed amendment to a bylaw; or, other land use
document, the following process will be undertaken:
1.3.1.1
1.3.1.2

1.3.1.3

Both municipalities will discontinue any actions pertaining
to the matter in disagreement until a resolution has been
determined.

Relevant staff from both municipalities will meet to discuss
and produce a solution to the unresolved issue or issues.
Should no solution be found, the County and Town managers
will join the discussion and will aid in the efforts to create a
solution satisfactory to both municipalities.
Only when no resolution is able to be produced by
administration will staff from both municipalities refer
the issue to respective members of the Intermunicipal
Committee. The Intermunicipal Committee will then
work iteratively with staff to outline a solution. Staff from
both municipalities will be responsible for maintaining
communications with the adjacent municipality during this
stage.
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COUNTY & TOWN MANAGERS

ROCKY VIEW COUNTY
COUNCIL

1.3.1.5

1.3.1.6

TOWN OF CHESTERMERE
COUNCIL

MEDIATION PROCESS

ROCKY VIEW COUNTY
COUNCIL

1.3.1.4

1.3.1.7

If no solution can be found after a period of 60 days, then the
Intermunicipal Committee will refer the issue to the Town
and County managers, who will endeavour to find a mutually
satisfactory solution.
If no solution can be agreed upon by the County and Town
managers within a period of 30 days, the issue will be
referred to the full Councils of both municipalities who
will discuss the issue in an attempt to resolve it. Staff
will bear responsibility for coordinating any necessary
communication between municipalities.

If, after a period of 60 days, there is still no agreed-upon
outcome resulting from Council discussions, the County and
Town may enter into a mediation process (see Section 1.3.2).
Any mediated agreement that is produced will be provided
to both Municipal Councils for consideration.
If after mediation there is still no course of action
satisfactory to both the County and Town, Section 690 of the
Municipal Government Act may be initiated.

TOWN OF CHESTERMERE
COUNCIL

SECTION 690 OF ALBERTA’S MUNICIPAL
GOVERNMENT ACT
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1.3.2

MEDIATION

1.4

1.3.2.1

A mutually agreed upon mediator shall be named to facilitate
resolution of the disagreement within sixty (60) days of
the disagreement being identified. The two municipalities
shall share equally in the cost of mediation, including any
remuneration, travel and lodging expenses associated with
the process.

1.4.1

1.3.2.2

1.3.2.3

If agreed to by both municipalities, members of the
Intermunicipal Committee or administrative staff from
either municipality who are not participating directly in the
mediation process may act as information resources either
inside or outside the mediation room.

All engaged in the mediation must keep the details of the
mediation confidential until the conclusion of the mediation.

IMPLEMENTATION
FUTURE FRAMEWORKS

In order to effectively and efficiently facilitate intermunicipal
proceedings and the implementation of this Plan, both municipalities
agree to develop frameworks for moving forward with future
collaborative interface planning initiatives:
1.4.1.1

1.4.1.2

The County and Town agree to develop a framework to guide
the discussion of future growth, especially as it pertains to
the Town of Chestermere’s long-term growth aspirations to
the east. These could include annexation discussions, the
development of joint planning areas, and mutually agreedupon indications toward future growth areas.
The County and Town agree to develop a framework for
the identification and planning of ‘Key Focus Areas’, that
are pivotal in the development of the County and Town’s
interface lands. A Key Focus Area is a portion of the Plan
area that:
•
•
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Both municipalities have identified as significant; and,

Require the consideration and collaboration of both
municipalities over and above what has been outlined in
the IDP for the Policy and Notification areas.
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1.4.1.3

The County and Town agree to collaboratively develop a
Transitional Joint Standards Agreement. This agreement
will outline mutually satisfactory standards that help to
minimize costs and create inviting, effective and smooth
transitions across the municipal border.

The agreement should help to avoid the misalignment or
discontinuation of future services or infrastructure (for
example, sidewalks, etc.), ensure transitional spaces are
appealing and useful to residents of both municipalities,
and efficiently coordinate and utilize intermediate spaces
between differing land uses.

The development of a Transitional Joint Standards
Agreement should cover a variety of topics, including but not
limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Identification of gateways and gateway standards,
whether vehicle-oriented or otherwise;
Pathway and trail standards;

Agricultural and non-agricultural interface standards;
Right of way requirements;

Standards relating to open space;
Road standards;

Sustainable infrastructure standards;
Aesthetic & design standards;

•
•

Buffers; and

Transitional tools.

1.4.2

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

1.4.2.1

The coordination of public participation is a required
component of effective intermunicipal planning. Both
municipalities are ultimately responsible for providing
good communication, meaningful engagement, and timely
notifications to the public, stakeholders, and other special
interest groups.
•
•
•
•

Public consultation will be led by and paid for by the
initiating municipality, and will be provided for residents
of the initiating and responding municipality who own
property adjacent to the proposal area.
If the responding municipality would like to invite
additional members of the public who do not own
property adjacent to the proposed area it will be
responsible for the associated costs and effort.

The public engagement tools to be utilized shall be
determined by the members of the Internal Joint
Planning Meeting on a per proposal basis.

Administration of the responding municipality will be
included as a stakeholder.

Landscape standards;

Signage and wayfinding;
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1.4.3

PLAN ADMINISTRATION

The County and Town’s intermunicipal planning context will change
over time, and it is essential that the content of this Intermunicipal
Development Plan remain applicable to the current situation.
1.4.3.1

1.4.3.2

1.4.3.3

1.4.3.4
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1.4.4

AMENDMENT

1.4.4.1

When this Plan requires amending, the following policies
will apply:

This Plan will be reviewed every two years by administration.
The review will consist of the identification of inefficient
policies or other relevant Plan issues, and a subsequent
presentation and discussion at an Intermunicipal Committee
Meeting. The County and Town may mutually agree to
amend inefficient or ineffective polices, or other portions of
this plan, as they see fit.

The intent of this review is to maintain the relevancy of
this Plan by providing an option to amend processes and
policies that are not producing satisfactory outcomes for one
or both municipalities. This review is not intended to be a
comprehensive rewrite of the Plan.
In addition to the annual review process, the municipalities
may agree to amend this Plan at any other time as may be
required.

•

This IDP, or any amendments to it, will come into effect
on the date it is adopted by both municipalities.

•

Third party applications for an amendment to the
IDP shall be made to both municipalities, and be
accompanied by the appropriate fees.

•

The municipalities may agree to amend the IDP prior to
the scheduled two-year review.

1.4.5

REPEAL

1.4.5.1

A bylaw to repeal this Plan may be considered by both
Councils. Both Councils must pass the bylaw repealing this
Plan in order for the repeal to take effect.

1.4.5.2
1.4.5.3

Should the repeal be triggered by a disagreement, the
parties shall engage in efforts to identify the issues that
led to the request to repeal the bylaw and try to mediate a
solution using the process laid out in this Plan.

Where only one municipality wants to repeal the Plan, a
Council resolution notifying the other municipality will be
required. The notification period for rescinding the bylaw
will be 6 months.
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GRAVEL ROAD IN ROCKY VIEW COUNTY

ROCKY VIEW COUNTY ⋄ TOWN OF CHESTERMERE | INTERMUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

15

PART 2: LAND USE

16

ROCKY VIEW COUNTY ⋄ TOWN OF CHESTERMERE | INTERMUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

PART 2: LAND USE
The Town of Chestermere is located in a strong regional growth corridor,
close to existing east Calgary regional employment areas, and to regional
freeways such as the Highway 1 and the Stoney Trail ring road. Given this
location, the Town of Chestermere is expected to continue its high rate
of growth and development over the next 30 to 40 years. The Town is
surrounded to the north, east and south by lands in Rocky View County.

EDGE OF THE TOWN OF CHESTERMERE

Rocky View County’s proximity to its large urban neighbours has
profoundly shaped its pattern of growth. The desire to live in a rural
area, while remaining close to an urban centre, has resulted in the
growth of country residential and new development in existing
hamlets. This growth has impacted the agriculture sector: land prices
have risen and ranching and farming is more difficult in areas where
residential lifestyles are not dependent upon agriculture.

2.1

GROWTH

Growth in the IDP area is inevitable, and must be accommodated
strategically in order to ensure efficient and satisfactory transitions
and connections are developed between the two municipalities. The
goal is to identify tools and provide direction to help achieve a shared
vision for the future.

PLANNING AREA IN ROCKY VIEW COUNTY

2.1.1

GENERAL

2.1.1.1

Proponents of development will bear the full cost of
providing required municipal services and infrastructure for
new land development projects within the Policy area.

2.1.1.2

The identification of future growth corridors should reflect
the County and Town’s adopted statutory plans and the 2009
annexation agreement, as well as any collaborative work
produced by the County and Town.
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2.1.2

TRANSITIONS

2.1.3

GATEWAYS

Effective interface planning requires transitions that provide
aesthetically pleasing and efficient infrastructure and land use along
the municipal boundary, while still allowing each municipality to
meet its respective goals and visions. The need for coordination and
strategy in the development of mutually satisfactory transitions is
essential.

Collaboration on development and landscaping standards throughout
gateway corridors is of considerable mutual interest as it ensures that
the future land use and aesthetic treatments are applied throughout
the corridor and are to the satisfaction of both municipalities.
Gateways for both vehicles and alternative transportation systems,
including pedestrians and bicycles, are important considerations.

2.1.2.2

2.1.3.2

2.1.2.1

2.1.2.3
2.1.2.4

The County and Town will work together to develop,
maintain and enhance effective and aesthetically pleasing
land use transitions throughout the Policy Area for all
development types and interfaces.
The County and Town will collaboratively establish
development guidelines, landscaping and servicing
standards that promote high quality development
throughout the Policy Area.

Environmental and nuisance impacts resulting from
development or land use will be mitigated across municipal
boundaries.
Where development precedes the Transitional Joint
Standards agreement, a developer must create transitional
standards satisfactory to both municipalities.

2.1.3.1

2.1.4

Development and landscaping throughout primary gateway
corridors shall be to a high aesthetic standard and meet the
expectations of both municipalities.

RESIDENTIAL

The majority of the residential development in Rocky View County
is found in various hamlets and existing county residential areas.
Residential development in the County is encouraged to contribute to
an orderly settlement pattern by locating in existing hamlets.
Residential development is the prominent land use within the Town
of Chestermere. The Town’s close proximity to the City of Calgary has
made it popular as a residential location with a small-town feel and
recreational amenities. A significant area of the land attained from
the 2009 annexation is reserved for future urban residential growth.
2.1.4.1
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The County and Town agree to ensure that the siting, form
and character of development and landscaping throughout
primary gateways areas improve the visual quality of the
corridor.

The County and Town provide effective transitional areas
and buffering between different land uses, particularly
between residential and agricultural or industrial land uses.
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PART 2: LAND USE
2.1.5

INDUSTRIAL

Rocky View County contains a significant amount of industrial land
uses and the Town of Chestermere has a significant residential
population. It is important that the two municipalities are respectful
of these interfacing uses.
2.1.5.1

2.1.6

INDUSTRIAL LAND USE IN ROCKY VIEW COUNTY

The County and Town will work together to encourage
transitions between industrial and non-industrial land uses
that promote healthy and inviting places to live and work.

COMMERCIAL

The Town of Chestermere contains highway business centres and
local commercial uses and many Rocky View residents use the
commercial amenities within the Town. It is important to keep in
mind the interface between commercial uses and the surrounding
residential and agricultural areas, and to maintain an attractive and
economically viable commercial realm.
2.1.6.1
2.1.6.1

Commercial development will be enhanced through
attractive building and landscape design throughout the
Policy Area.

Commercial areas will be easily accessible by alternative
transportation and will be human-scale in their design.

COMMERCIAL LAND USE IN THE TOWN OF CHESTERMERE
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PART 2: LAND USE
2.1.7

AGRICULTURE

Much of Rocky View County is composed of agricultural land and it is
a primary goal to protect this land from premature and incompatible
development. Areas within the Town of Chestermere contain
agricultural lands that have been annexed for long-term urban growth.
2.1.7.1
2.1.7.2
2.1.7.3
2.1.7.4
2.1.7.5

The Town agrees to work with the County to maintain the
rural character of the County’s lands surrounding the Town.
This includes the maintenance of rural landscapes, dark
skies, open vistas and agricultural lands.
The County and Town will work together to discourage and
prevent green-field, leapfrog development.
The Town agrees to work with the County to ensure that
its land uses do not substantially interfere with the social,
economic and environmental integrity of the County’s
agricultural sector.

THE TOWN OF CHESTERMERE

Should a nuisance-related conflict occur that can not
be settled in a neighbourly manner, both municipalities
should refer to the Agricultural Operations Practices Act for
mitigative options and guidance.

Any needed standards relating to the interface of
agricultural and non-agricultural lands should be addressed
in the Transitional Joint Standards Agreement.

WILDLIFE IN ROCKY VIEW COUNTY
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PART 2: LAND USE
2.1.7.6

The County and Town should rely on mutually satisfactory
best practices in creating appropriate interfaces that
minimize conflict between agricultural and non-agricultural
lands. Tools used in the development of these interfaces
could include:

2.2.2

•

2.2.2.1

•

Fencing;

•

Environmental stewardship; and,

•

2.2
2.2.1

•

Controlled access;
Site design;

Environmental education.

ENVIRONMENT
GENERAL

Drinking water supply, healthy ecosystems, and agricultural
endeavours all rely on the responsible management of watersheds.
The following policies will direct the Town of Chestermere and Rocky
View County to work collaboratively to mitigate negative impacts on
watersheds that affect both municipalities.

2.2.2.2

The protection, maintenance and enhancement of a healthy natural
environment are important objectives in providing a higher quality of
life for residents of both municipalities.

2.2.2.3

2.2.1.2

2.2.2.5

2.2.1.1

The County and Town will work together to coordinate
responses or strategies with regard to impacts from
changing Provincial legislation.

The County and Town will identify environmentally sensitive
areas within the IDP area and collaboratively develop and
implement strategies for their protection.

WATER

2.2.2.4

The County and Town will collaborate to advocate for basinwide management strategies that promote the protection
of the watershed, and will communicate and coordinate
watershed management efforts with other levels of
government and interested/affected third parties.

All development will be evaluated for impacts on the quality
of surface water groundwater, and alluvial aquifers. Negative
impacts will be mitigated.

When land along riparian areas is subdivided, environmental
reserve will be dedicated or a conservation easement will be
registered to protect riparian lands.
The County and Town will work with landowners and
developers to retain the natural morphology of riparian
areas.

The County and Town will collaborate to protect the quality
and quantity of water in Chestermere Lake so that it
continues to serve as a recreational centrepiece.
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PART 2: LAND USE
2.2.3

NATURAL RESOURCES

Natural resource extraction is an important component of Alberta’s
economy. However, other forms of land use have the potential to be
negatively impacted by extraction activities, and must be carefully
considered during any proposal involving natural resource extraction.
2.2.3.1

2.2.4

Natural resource extraction must take into consideration
impacts on existing land use, residents, landowners, and
future land use in both municipalities.

HAZARD

Hazards such as flood and wildfire have the potential to impact both
Rocky View and Chestermere residents. Both municipalities working
together could minimize the potential of negative impacts resulting
from hazards.
2.2.4.1
2.2.4.2
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The County and Town will collaborate proactively to
minimize the potential for flooding, erosion, subsidence, or
wildfire.
Potential impacts on groundwater in flood hazard areas
will be addressed as part of planning processes prior to
development.

2.3

PARKS, PATHS & OPEN SPACE

Interconnectivity between the Town and County using parks, paths
and open space will create a cohesive network and provide beneficial
amenities for residents of both municipalities. These systems play an
important role in the development of a healthy, attractive and
liveable place.

2.3.1

PARKS, PATHS & OPEN SPACE

2.3.1.1

The County and Town will coordinate on creating
appropriate and logical intermunicipal connections between
existing and future parks for active and passive recreation
purposes.

2.3.1.2

2.3.1.3
2.3.1.4

The County and Town will identify pedestrian and
alternative transportation friendly connections between
existing and future park sites within the Policy Area
and between park sites and commercial and residential
development.
Pathway connections will support alternative
transportation.

Pathway connections across the municipal boundary will
connect residents to commercial and recreational amenities
within the adjacent municipality.
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PART 2: LAND USE
2.4
2.4.1

SERVICES
UTILITIES & INFRASTRUCTURE

Effective communication between the County, Town and Province
with respect to development, on-going utility, and servicing of
essential infrastructure will be required in order to properly
coordinate the identification and protection of easements and rightof-way alignments to accommodate future development.
2.4.1.1
PEDESTRIAN/BIKE PATHWAY IN THE TOWN OF CHESTERMERE

2.4.1.2

2.4.1.3
2.4.1.4

The County and Town will develop compatible design
standards throughout the Policy Area for: roadways;
local streets; applicable buried services; pathways; and,
architectural design standards or guidelines.

The County and Town will collaborate with interested
or affected third parties to ensure safe, efficient, and
cost-effective provision of services across the municipal
boundary where appropriate and where consistent with
the contractual obligations and agreements of either
municipality.

Municipal infrastructure could be extended across the
municipal border when it will allow for servicing efficiencies
in the short and long-term.
When the need arises, the County and Town will develop a
joint process for managing the acquisition of rights of way
and easements in the adjacent municipality.

STORMWATER IN ROCKY VIEW COUNTY
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PART 2: LAND USE
2.4.2

STORMWATER

Stormwater is a component of the water cycle, and must be properly
managed in order to responsibly develop a built environment.
Flooding, pollutants and run-off are all potential stormwater issues
in the Policy area. Innovative solutions to mitigating these issues are
increasingly effective if implemented across municipal borders.
2.4.2.1

2.4.2.2

2.4.3

The County and Town will coordinate to apply best
management practices and low impact development
standards in new developments within the Policy Area, in
order to mitigate adverse impacts on surrounding lands,
including riparian areas.

Both municipalities will ensure they share relevant, up-todate information on storm water issues with the adjacent
municipality.

TRANSPORTATION

This Plan seeks to encourage the smooth transition between urban,
rural, and provincial transportation systems, while recognizing
that there are varying road standards, traffic volumes, and road
maintenance expectations between urban and rural municipalities.

Interface development along major highways and roads provide the
first and last impressions of the municipality to the traveling public.
The intent of this Plan is to encourage developments along these
gateway corridors that enhance visual appeal and promote the region
to the traveling public. It is important to note that some of roads
within the Plan area are under Provincial jurisdiction.

24

2.4.3.1

Transportation Impact Assessments will be required as part
of Area Structure Plan development in the Policy Area.

2.4.3.3

The County and Town will coordinate with each other, senior
government agencies, and with relevant third parties, on the
planning of major transportation links, interchanges and
flyovers.

2.4.3.2

2.4.3.4
2.4.3.5

2.4.4

The County and Town will implement infrastructure
that promotes the use and efficient interconnection of
alternative transportation within or near to vehicle
oriented routes.

Road closures that affect both municipalities will be jointly
coordinated.
The County and Town will collaboratively plan boundary
roads.

EMERGENCY AND RECREATIONAL SERVICES

The sharing of emergency and recreational services can create
opportunities for efficiencies across the municipal border. Should the
Town and County choose to share services, it is important that they
maintain effective communication and coordination, as well as adhere
to a logical protocol to optimize the benefits of their shared services.
2.4.4.1
2.4.4.2

The County and Town will continue to coordinate on
emergency and recreational services.

The County and Town may identify and implement cost
effective ways of delivering shared services that benefit both
municipalities.
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PART 2: LAND USE
2.5

COST SHARING

Like the sharing of services, cost sharing can allow municipalities to
coordinate mutually satisfactory outcomes that might not otherwise
be financially feasible, or might place too much burden on one
municipality.
2.5.1
2.5.2

The County and Town will explore capacity-based funding of
shared utilities.
Both municipalities may consider the preparation of multiyear budgets and maintenance plans for any shared services
or land uses that are intended for the use and of residents
and tourists from both municipalities.

TRANSPORTATION TRUCK ON PAVED ROCKY VIEW COUNTY ROAD

TOWN OF CHESTERMERE REGIONAL RECREATION CENTRE
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DEFINITIONS
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DEFINITIONS
ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION

SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE

Alternative forms of transportation are achieved using means
of transport other than a car; such as walking, cycling or public
transport.

Infrastructure constructed and implemented in such a way that it
supports the social, economic and ecological processes required to
maintain the functionality of natural systems.

May include noise, air contaminants, odorous matter, traffic, and
events or effects that negatively impact health.

Transitional tools may include, but are not limited to: physical
barriers (fences, berms, sound walls, landscape “screens”); physical
separation; land (vacant, natural areas, environmental reserves, lands
under conservation easements, municipal reserves including public
parks and trail systems, school reserves, public utility lands, roads
and lane ways); and, transitional uses (office parks, mixed-use/live
work, urban agriculture).

ENVIRONMENTAL AND NUISANCE IMPACTS

MUNICIPAL WATER SUPPLIES

May include surface water sources; watersheds; waterways; and,
groundwater including recharge areas.
NATURAL RESOURCE EXTRACTION

Natural resource extraction includes; the removal or extraction of a
resource based material, such as oil, gas and aggregate.
SERVICES

In this IDP, services are broadly defined, and include hard
infrastructure and the resources it delivers, as well as service-related
endeavours, such as recreation, emergency and social services.

TRANSITIONAL TOOLS

WAYFINDING

The use of signs, maps, graphics, changes in landscape or design
standards, audible communication, or other useful application to aid
a person in navigating their environment.
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APPENDICES: MAPPING
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APPENDIX A: PLAN AREA MAP
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APPENDIX B: POLICY AREA MAP
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APPENDIX C: NOTIFICATION AREA MAP
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APPENDIX D: POTENTIAL GROWTH AREA MAP
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www.rockyview.ca
www.chestermere.ca
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